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by Jeff Polk

New Mexico high school juniors
and seniors will soon have the
opportunity to participate in a pre-
apprenticeship training program,
Senate Bill 46, introduced by
Senator Bernadette Sanchez,
passed in the 2009 legislature,
‘and it created an opporfunity for
stuidents statewide to begin trades
educatlon before giaduatmg

hé]p" of trade “ groups
isuch as- MESA (Mechanical
Elecirical - Sheetmetal Alliance),
MCA - (Mechamcal Contractors
-ASSO.ClatIOII), UA Local 412,
NMSMCA  (New  Mexico
Sheetmetal Contractors
_Associatio'n), SMW Local 49,
NECA - (National
Contractors ~Association), and
IBEW Local -611, the program
‘will be training students. -

Steve Crespin, Executive Director
of MCA-NM, says, “Wenow have

a method to promote rigorous,
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‘taught by industry pros. wh_
- willing to pass on thcir knowled
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Pre-Apprenticeship Coming
to NM High Schools

competency-based applied

learning for young people that
may not be opting for enroliment
to a post-secondary college.” This
is the tool in guiding young men
and women mto satisfying careers

“in the tlades isnow a reahty

The ple apprentlceshlp courses
offered to the students will be

of their particular -trade; The

program will 1mplement hand e

on tlalnmg, which according to -
Crespin, * ‘gives students real-life
experience, resulting in a ‘solid

foundation and d1rect10n upon o

g1aduat10n

The  Public ~  Education

‘Department’s Career Technical

and  Workforce  Education
Bureau is currently developing
the implementation rules for the

‘program. Once complete, school
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Carbon Monoxide and Combustion Analysis.
Consumers should ask their contractor to
provide test measurements for them as part of
their installation and service work.

It is also hard to imagine why a furnace
manufacturer would provide a warranty on
their product when it was not verified to be
instalied within the measureable parameters

1t§ also. about doing: what is
L right {o prevent meﬁ‘iczent
and dangerous levels of
“carbon: ‘monoxide ﬁom even
- being produced. -

- of their own measurement criteria. This has

got to be costing them a lot of money as

levels of carbon monoxide from even being
produced. Of course there are other sources
of carbon monoxide to be concerned with
like automobiles in garages, wood fire place
systems, gasoline powered electric generators
and many more systems. “If you don’t test,
you don’t know!” concludes Dwyer.

For more information about COSA call 800-
394-5253 or visit their web site at www.

~ cosafety.org
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districts will begin developing their pre-
apprenticeships, Regarding the passage of
SB 46, Secretary of Education, Dr. Veronica
C. Garcia noted, “The pre-apprenticeship
program for high school students represents
the type of program that benefits all New
Mexicans because it provides relevant
education and training opportunities. The
program foster§ collaboration within local
communities by - establishing partnerships
between New Mexico’s apprenticeable trades
and mdustries the public schools, and our
t- condary mstltutlons »




